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Waiver Request: Regarding Use of Whole Grain-Rich Products—School Years 2014-15 and 2015-16

	USDA memo SP 20-2015 allows Local Education Agencies (LEAs) the ability to request an exemption from the whole 

grain-rich requirement for school years  2014-2015 and 2015-2016. 

LEAs may request exemptions to specific products by demonstrating hardship(s) in procuring, preparing, or serving 

compliant whole grain-rich products that are acceptable to students. LEAs granted the exemption must comply with 

the SY 2013-2014 requirement to offer at least half of the grain items as whole grain-rich. If the LEA has been previously 

approved for the WG pasta exemption, they do not need to reapply.


LEA’s that wish to take advantage of the flexibility waiver must complete the form below and provide the required documentation to demonstrate they have experienced significant challenges in preparing and serving whole grain-rich products in their schools. List each product the LEA is requesting a waiver for and provide written justification or other documented evidence (e.g. photos, meal count records) demonstrating product unacceptability.   An email will be returned to the Authorized Representative regarding approval or denial of the exemption. 

All waivers must be approved by the Maine Department of Education (DOE) for an LEA to be exempt from the 100% whole grain rich criteria.


For DOE Use Only:

Date Approved: __________                                                    DOE Staff Signature:_____________________________

Instructions:

List the products you are requesting a waiver for including the manufacturer and reason code. In the comments section, list the documentation you are providing to justify the need for the waiver as well as your plan for future compliance.  

Reason Codes:

Financial Hardship= FH      Limited Product Availability = LA     Unacceptable Quality= UQ     Poor Acceptability = PA

	Product Name
	Manufacturer
	Reason Code
	Comments

	(example)

WG Linguini


	(example)

     Carla’s
	(example)

UQ
	(example)

Pasta falls apart when held for service. Photos and testimonial attached. Seeking alternative product. 



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation or all or part of the individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202)690-7442 or
Examples of Acceptable Documentation to Accompany Waiver Request

Financial Hardship

· Provide meal count data as a percentage of overall enrollments for both pre and post whole grain rich implementation indicating reduction in participation.

· Provide production records indicating a reduction in 100% WGR menu items served vs. 50% WGR requirement. 

· Exhibit cost increase of 100% WGR vs. 50%, submit copies of vendor invoices and spreadsheet indicating estimated annual cost increase.

· Submit testimonial detailing financial hardship, signed by food service director.
Limited Product Availability

· Provide list of WGR products from vendor(s) currently providing products to SFA.

· Submit plans for future procurement options or menu changes to achieve compliance.

· Submit testimonial detailing limited product availability and ensuring that all other options for the same product have been explored, signed by food service director.
Unacceptable Product Quality

· Provide photographs indicating poor product quality.

· Submit testimonial detailing unacceptable product quality, signed by food service director.
Poor Student Acceptability 

· Submit written complaints from students and/or parents.

· Submit documentation and/or testimonial of increased plate waste on WGR items.

· Submit testimonial detailing poor student acceptability, signed by food service director.



LEA Name: ______________________________ 





Email Address of Authorized Representative ______________________________





List Schools Applying For Waiver:


 ___________________________________       ___________________________________ 


 


 ___________________________________       ___________________________________ 





___________________________________       ___________________________________ 





 ___________________________________       ___________________________________ 


 


Food Service Director:	





___________________________ 	___________________________	    ____________ 


Printed Name				          Signature				Date 





District Superintendent:


	


___________________________ 	 ___________________________	    ____________ 


             Printed Name				          Signature				Date 


 


Completed forms, along with documentation, should be submitted via mail to the Maine Department of Education, Childhood Nutrition Services, 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0223.


 Fax:  (207) 624-6841 or Email: child.nutrition@maine.gov�
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